
Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18 October 2007 in the Village Hall.

Twenty-seven residents were welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman, David Neve.

Mr Bob Richiardi Operations Manager for Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft, and Mr Chris Speed, Supervisor, from First Bus attended the meeting to answer questions and concerns raised by the residents:

· Abruptness and rudeness of drivers to residents

· Residents told they don’t pay for their tickets and told to leave the bus at Martham when they were going to Winterton, as driver was late, which left elderly residents stranded 

· No explanation from next bus if a bus hasn’t turned up; resident had to wait an hour

· Buses not coming into Winterton at night making a resident late for work


· Buses unable to turn into Black Street due to cars parked on the corner by the Church 

· Buses leaving Winterton 5-6 mins early causing residents to miss bus; buses then standing at Hemsby

· How will residents get their pensions if the post office closes with such a bad bus service?

· Were there any plans to increase the service?

· Would the buses use the lay by in Black Street rather than stop by the new bus stop which is attached to a lamp post on a grassy bank.

Mr Richiardi stated that all complaints reported are dealt with and gave a direct telephone number to report any future problems; he also took details from the residents present.

The following planning applications and decisions were considered at the meeting:

Planning Applications: 

06/07/0872/F – Conversion of garage to lounge, first floor extension, new conservatory and detached garage at 48 Bulmer Lane.  PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO OBJECTIONS.

06/07/0885/F – Garden shed in corner of garden at The Old Surgery, North Market Road. PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO OBJECTIONS

06/07/0886/F – Lounge extension to front at Rivendell, The Holway.  PARISH COUNCIL HAD NO OBJECTIONS

Planning decisions:

Work to trees located at Sycamore Lodge, Somerton Road – GYBC has no objections to this work being carried out.

The Parish Council resolved to agree the Precept figures for 2008/09 which were submitted by the Finance Committee.

Reports were given by the Parish Councillors on their responsibilities and also from the Coastal Erosion Group and Village Hall.   An update was also given by the Millennium Committee.

CHAIRMANS MARDLE OCTOBER 07

This has been a month of meetings, several of them concerning our coastline and its future. 

The government announced a £10 million grant package but like everything else it will be in the future and will be for the entire coastline of Britain. But it is a start and we must be pleased.

               There was also a meeting of the Winterton Group chaired by Natural England. This is a predominately an environmental group and looks at our dunes and beaches in a different light. We learned that it had been a bad year for the little terns on our beaches, blame in part falling on an unfriendly kestrel, but the natterjack toads are doing well – thanks to a little help from friends.

There was even talk of sighting a Dartford Warbler in the north dunes area.

The seals as we are aware are having a great year and are visited by more and more people.                

                Our bus service, or rather the lack of it, was under the spotlight at the last council meeting when the manager of First Bus from the Great Yarmouth depot attended our meeting.

He listened to several complaints from villagers who left him in no doubt that they considered his drivers rude and his buses unreliable. The gentleman responded as a good company man should but he left us with a local telephone number on which to register any further transgressions. 855570.               

                 At the recent meeting of the Village Hall committee it was decided to try and reinstate the village fete next year. Their first attempt this year was very successful and has spurred them on to bigger things. This is where you can help – a lot of forward planning is needed and IDEAS. Give Blue Jones a ring and get involved. A good village fete is great fun but a lot of hard work .The more hands the merrier.                 

                 Earlier this month 4 lady members of In Bloom attended the annual prize giving evening at the Town Hall for Great Yarmouth in Bloom. I understand that a good time was had by all and the Silver Gilt award for the village, well deserved, was followed by a generous buffet and wine. Well done to all our hard working Bloomers.                 

                 There has unfortunately been a resurgence of vandalism in this last month. The basket ball area was covered in green graffiti and the youngsters’ playing field was strewn with pieces of the new signs, which had been smashed, along with a great deal of rubbish from the bins.

The names of the vandals have been given to me and passed to the police. It’s a shame that our lovely village suffers at the hands of just a small group.                          

                  On the positive side Jean and I attended the Trafalgar Night dinner held in the Tinho and organised by Officers of the Marine Cadets. We have had many memorable nights in the village over the years and this slots in amongst the best. The afternoon entertainment in front of the Fishermans Return was watched and enjoyed by a large crowd of holidaymakers as well as villagers and whetted our appetites for the evening--- we were not disappointed.

                  Well autumn is here and although we have been basking in late sunshine I suppose it had to end, today its d--- cold. Must get the flannelette out.?

Remember if you have anything for the newsletter let Pam or me have it. The next edition looks like being the Christmas edition because the November meeting of the council is on the 29th.

Lets have a bumper edition.------ now where did I put that camphorated oil !!  Jean !!!

Winterton-on-Sea

Coastal Erosion Steering Group

Activity Update

We thank the Parish Council for the opportunity to use the Village Newsletter to give a Group update. The group remain active on Erosion matters and we are grateful to the Parish Council Members for their continued support and interest in our work.

The Shoreline Management Plan. (SMP):

We have come a very long way since our Public meeting in the Parish Church on 4th Feb 2005 where the proposals in the SMP were discussed in detail. It was for many months a hot topic of conversation and resulted in widespread press coverage. You may have thought that the Plan had eroded faster than our sand cliffs. Recently we were reminded that it had a re-birth in the form of SMP2, but little had changed and there was little fuss. Now it is back on the agenda as Councils responsible, including Great Yarmouth Borough Council, have decided on a response to Government in respect of adopting the Plan or not. This has resulted in a hurried round of  meetings between the Borough Council and Parish Councils in a “Consultation Exercise” to gauge local opinion (again).

Winterton Parish and Ormesby joined forces for our meeting on Monday 1st Oct 2007. It was a very well attended meeting and strong views were voiced in the company of Tony Wright MP and members of the Borough Council. 

A written response has been forwarded, through the Parish Council, to Great Yarmouth confirming our position on SMP2. Our submission in general is as follows:

1. A shoreline Management Plan with immediate (25 years) medium (50 years) and long term (100 years) activity is a good thing.

2. Area 3B of the plan from Weybourne to Lowestoft (including Winterton) offers many challenges.

3. We support the idea of a single authority to manage the whole of the UK coastline.

4. The lack of consultation with local people in drawing up the original plan was a big failing.

5. The “Hold the Line” policy to the North of Winterton where the Sea Wall is in place must continue to be funded.

6. The Policy of “No Active Intervention” South of Winterton is not accepted and must be changed to “Hold the Line” and where necessary be defended.

7. Where a section of coastline is left to erode through lack of funding or by a decision not to act on defence people affected by loss of land, property or livelihood must be involved in full consultation in respect of social justice and if appropriate compensation.

Action:

The Borough Council must now decide the best approach in respect of the SMP following this consultation. It should now be accepted that there must be a “Plan”. A collective approach from all our affected Parishes to try and influence the authorities to adopt “Our” plan must be the right approach.

Summary:

Your Coastal Erosion Steering Group continues to work on behalf of all local residents. We report monthly to the Parish Council on our activities. To be a member of the Group or for any further information contact the Chairman, Terry Byrne, on 01493 393843.

Winterton School Update

This September Winterton First School and Nursery became Winterton 
Primary School. This means that the school will now be able to take 
pupils from 3-11 years. There are 4 teaching staff with 60 pupils and 
this number will grow year on year.

Everyone has settled well into the new building and The Friends of 
Winterton school have already provided the village with an excellent 
Health and Beauty evening at the Hotel Hermanus. This was very well 
attended. The event was to raise money for the benefit of the children 
at the school. Congratulations to the organiser, Becky Drew and the 
Friends. The sum raised was £748!

On Friday October 5th we were treated to a very enjoyable Harvest 
Festival Service in the church. The children had collected tins to give 
to the Salvation Army for distribution to the needy. The children’s 
singing was a delight to hear. Again this event was well attended.

On Thursday December 6th the Christmas coffee morning will take place 
in the school. If you missed the opportunity to see the changes to the 
school on the open afternoon/evening then don’t lose this chance.
In January there will be a jumble sale. Date to be announced later.

Any villager who would like to join the Friends to support the school 
please contact the school on 01493 393218.

EDP 'Get Equipped' Tokens 2007
On behalf of Winterton Primary School, a very big THANK YOU to all those who collected the EDP 'Get Equipped' tokens this summer. We far exceeded our target and are now able to submit an application for the competition to receive money to purchase new sports equipment. Fingers crossed, we could win the big prize money? Our thanks again, we couldn't have done it without you!

FIRST BUS – Mr B Richiardi, Operations Manager of Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft attended the Parish Council meeting to answer residents concerns and questions, which he will look into.  He gave a direct telephone number to report any problems which is 01493 855570; details should include date, time of incident and driver’s name.

WINTERTON COASTWATCH

                                              Beach Road Car Park - Winter 2007

From Monday 29 October the Charity will, with the kind permission of the proprietors, manage  the car park on weekdays throughout the Winter to avoid a repeat of the chaos of last year on Beach Road. We hope this will provide unimpeded access for emergency vehicles, promote safety to pedestrians, pram and wheel chair users and avoid the risk of damage to vehicles parked on the roadside. Weekend "pay in the cafe" will continue as before. We will also be keeping the toilets open, subject to any risk of frost damage.  Because of Charity rules a charge for car park entry cannot be made, and will be by donation.  It is hoped that motorists will respect this initiative which is well outwith the remit of Coastwatch, and will use the "honesty bucket" at the kiosk. 

The Norfolk Coast Partnership are looking for volunteers for the eastern area from Sea Palling to Winterton looking after this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  To do a range of tasks including local concerns to helping occasionally with events/meetings.  If you are interested please call or write to: 

Norfolk Coast Partnership, The Old Courthouse, Baron’s Close, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 8BE.  Tel: 01328 850530.  Email: aonb@norfolk.gov.uk. 

Web site: www.norfolkcoastaonb.org.uk

PARISH CHURCH

Winterton’s Act of Remembrance for those who lost their lives in two world wars and subsequent conflicts will take place at the War Memorial in the churchyard at 9.15am on Sunday 11 November. A service in church will follow. We encourage all villagers to come and honour those who have given their lives in the service of their country. 

Advent Sunday marks the start of a new church year and we will be holding an Advent Carols by Candlelight Service at Winterton Parish Church on Sunday 2 December at 4pm. Advent is a lovely season of reflection and expectation, and the true preparation for Christmas. All are welcome to join us for this special occasion. 

SWIFT

Do you need help during the day but don’t think you need the emergency services OR do you sometimes have unplanned needs during the day OR do you need urgent help with anything from personal care or minor nursing tasks to practical DIY?  The new SWIFT service is for you.  They have trained workers who provide a free service to support older people and give them confidence to remain at home and prevent unnecessary admissions to hospital.  The service operates between 8am and 10pm and you can contact SWIFT on 01493 843097 for more information.
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