WINTERTON-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL

N E W S L E T T E R – OCTOBER 2006
	Parish Council

At the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19 October 2006 where 26 residents attended the following items were discussed:-

The setting up of a Youth Club in the village.

Planning Application - 06/06/0837/F – Construction of revised access and erection of seventeen dwellings, Empsons Loke (Land at).  A response will be sent to GYBC by the Parish Council and Cllrs Neve and Barlow will attend the GYBC Meeting.   
A village meeting was held on Wednesday 18 October 2006 to discuss this; 106 residents attended.

The Village Hall – The Committee have agreed to stay on until the lease runs out on 30 June 2009 BUT they would still like to encourage younger members of the village to join the committee.  A Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday 25 November 2006.

Thursday November 9th there will be another village meeting starting at 7.30pm – this time we need to hear of your thoughts regarding the upgrading or demolishing and rebuilding of the sports field changing rooms. We are fortunate to have a superb sports field looked after by another volunteer doing a tremendous job on our behalf. 

Please come and support us again and have your “say“on this important decision.

Other items discussed included:-  the recent flooding and debris left behind in Spindrift close, Health Matters, hedges overgrown, Beach Road and coastal erosion.
The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 16 November 2006 in the Village Hall.  

Parish Clerk – Pam Winter – 393306.  If you have any items for the newsletter could you let me have them by the 20th of the month.  Thank you.


	Chairman’s Mardle

Yes two Newsletters this month. For various reasons we over ran our normal delivery date last month but now we are back on track with the October Edition.

What a month this has been. The forces of nature combined with the inadequacies of our village utilities left indelible scars within our boundary. I sincerely hope most are getting back to normality although for a few there is still a long way to go. We must constantly remind the Borough Council that there is life outside of Great Yarmouth.

On the brighter side – last week the village was brought to life by the sound of a marching band. Not just any old band – our own Marine Cadets showing off their skills with pride. They certainly have the WOW factor and greatly impressed the large crowd around The Fishermans. We are very much indebted to the lads and lassies of the marine cadets for their constant efforts towards the betterment of our village.

While I’m praising those who help voluntarily to keep our village special – have you noticed that all the floral areas are gradually taking on their winter colours? If you have, you will be aware of the amount of time and expertise given by the In Bloom team to keep our village looking superb. How about you getting involved? It takes up as much time as you can spare and it will afford you a lot of fun and laughter as well as great satisfaction. Contact Bob 394902 or Jean 393682 they really do need some more gardeners. Go on do it now!!

The recent village meeting was well supported with over 100 parishioners cramming in to the village hall. Thank you all for attending and voicing your concerns. Watch this space.

Have you sent off your letter to Tony Wright our MP regarding the disgraceful disregard of our rural post offices? Jane has a sample letter that you can pick up at the post office. All you need to do is add your name and address, sign it, and post it to Tony. The address is on the letter. Letters are much better than petitions – MPs quoting ‘letters received’ are listened to fractionally more than numbers on petitions. Do it now don’t wait, it’s a must!

As I write there is a distinct autumnal nip in the air, it would seem our Indian summer has ended – well it was nice while it lasted. It certainly brought out the late holidaymakers who contributed, as always, to the prosperity and popularity of the jewel that is Winterton on Sea. A village To Be Proud Of.  Well that’s enough rambling – November is lurking, Father Christmas is awakening, Gordon Brown is rubbing his hands and the Old Fella is sharpening his scythe. See you next month for another Mardle.    


	What’s on in the Village:-

From Father Adrian:-

Remembrance Sunday, 12 November. 

9.15am: Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial, followed in the church, by mass of requiem, for those fallen in combat.  

 

Saturday 18 November Bumper Christmas Fayre at the Church Room and the Village Hall 11am - 3pm. 

The Changing Rooms

A public meeting will be held on Thursday 9th November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall to discuss the future of the Changing Rooms on the Playing Field, Somerton Road – everyone welcome.

Village Hall

The Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday 25 November 2006.   There will be refreshments, tombola, raffles, bric a brac and a cake stall.   Any donations or gifts to Di Jones – 393656.

Gardening Club

The next meeting is on Wednesday 15 November in the Church Room at 7.30pm.  Vida Armstrong will be demonstrating how to make Christmas decorations and presents from plant materials.  Visitors and new members very welcome.

Diabetics Club

On 8th November at 2pm in the Church Room there will be a talk by Victoria Marks who is a dietician at the James Paget Hospital.

Methodist Chapel

There will be a united service at Flegg Village Hall on Sunday 5 November at 11am.  The preacher will be the Rev Chris Shreeve from Martham.

Whist Club

A warm welcome awaits you and it does not matter if you have not played whist before – come along to the Methodist Chapel Room on a Tuesday afternoon at 2pm – Contact Jean Mallinson for the next date – 393844.
	PARISH COUNCILLORS

After the recent problems this is a reminder of the responsibilities of the Parish Councillors:-

Vice Chair

CHRIS BARLOW

Tel:  393674

PARISH PLAN / HIGHWAYS / WINMER AVENUE AREA

KEITH HARRISON

Tel:  393975

CONSERVATION / COASTAL EROSION / WINMER AVENUE AREA

DI JONES

Tel:  393656

VILLAGE CRIME / ELDERLY / CHURCH / MARKET SQUARE, BEACH ROAD, KINGS CORNER AREA

ALAN HODDS

Tel:  393827

ALLOTMENTS / FISHING INTERESTS / NORTH MARKET ROAD AREA

ANNE CHILD

Tel:  393925

SCHOOL / PLAYING FIELD / CHURCH /  HOLWAY, HILL VIEW DRIVE AREA

RICHARD GREENSIDES

Tel 393397

VILLAGE HALL /

GENERAL / GEORGE BECK ROAD AREA

RICHARD BLAYNEY

Tel:  394955

SCHOOL / BULMER LANE AREA / PLAYING FIELD

BRIAN JEWELL

Tel:  394054

HEALTH / PLAYING FIELD / BLACK STREET/BACK PATH

EMPSONS LOKE

Also, you can contact David Neve on 393682 or Pam Winter, Parish Clerk on 393306.

PROBLEMS WITH BUSES

If you experience any problems with the bus service, note the time, date and call 08456 020121 to report it.


CAN YOU HELP WILF?

Dear all, Some 55 years ago my father Leslie Hodgson was a H.M.Coastguard officer stationed at Winterton and we lived firstly in the village at Coastguard cottages, then moved up to the new coastguard station by the old lighthouse, which I understand to be private dwellings now.  I and my sister attended Winterton 1st school, when Mr. Playford was the headmaster and Aunt Bessie was the cook.  We then moved up to the other school which is now the village hall.  We moved from Winterton to St. Davids in Pembrokeshire, south Wales, when my father was promoted to station officer in 1958, but I have never forgot my very happy childhood in Winterton, and wonder if any of my old school pals remember us, if so would you please let me know.   I live up in the Staffordshire Moorlands but visit Winterton whenever I am able, such a very special place and magical memories exist for me still, whenever I return.  Any information old and new will be gratefully received, and I hope you able to help.
Wilfred (Wilf) Hodgson

IF YOU CAN HELP WILF - PLEASE CONTACT PAM WINTER

Flegg Community Centre Trustees
The Flegg Community Centre, which is a registered charity and linked to Flegg High School in Martham, is seeking a number of new trustees to strengthen the existing voluntary team. Ideally, candidates will live in the surrounding areas around Winterton, Hemsby, Ormesby, Filby, Rollesby and Potter Heigham.

The Centre has had initial success with adult education and is now planning a number of exciting new initiatives which are linked to the significant refurbishment programme currently being undertaken at the school. Examples of this include the use of our new Business Centre by local businesses and the use of our new Sports Hall and planned Gymnasium by local community groups.

This will be a “hands on” role with trustees expected to take responsibility for aspects of specific projects. If you have an interest in the community, some spare time and are prepared to “roll your sleeves up” then we would very much like to hear from you.

If you believe that you have the necessary qualities, please telephone or write to the Centre’s secretary, Mrs Nelson for an initial discussion.

Somerton Road, Martham, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR29 4QD. Telephone: 01493 740349 Fax: 01493 740223 Email: admin@flegg.norfolk.sch.uk
 

BADGER BUILDERS DEVELOPMENT

In response to all those who have requested the address of the Gt Yarmouth Planning department it is as follows.

Planning & Development Dept,

Maltings House

Malthouse Lane

Gorleston

Great Yarmouth

Norfolk.

NR31 0GY

Regarding the Badger Builders Development in Winterton on Sea.

We would be pleased if you would write to express your own concerns direct to the planners. It does make a difference.

Weeds in the Village

In the spring each year county highways send a chap around the villages to spray the paths and roads as necessary with weed killer. This year we got missed -- it didn’t happen. After several complaints it was done a week or two ago?  It is a fact that normally the In Bloom team, as part of their competition requirements, keep our village clear of weeds. A time consuming and thankless task. This year they had a break from competitions and unfortunately very few in the village took up their work. It’s true we had complaints but not a great deal of action!!!!

Chaos outside the Church?

Recently a couple of weddings have inadvertently caused a problem at the junction of Black Street and Bulmer Lane/Somerton Road. The last one in particular resulted in traffic being brought to a complete stop for some time as a bus could neither go forward or backward. Father Adrian is aware of the situation and since he cannot let visitors actually park in the aisles! he will point out the nearby car park and the need to keep the road clear close to and including the junction. Their desire not to have too far to walk must be tempered with common sense. 

Winterton-on-Sea

Coastal Erosion Steering Group

Activity Update

Chairman’s Report


Firstly may I thank the Parish Council for the opportunity to use the Village Newsletter to help spread the word on Erosion. We will produce another Erosion Newsletter in the New Year.


The group continue to meet on a regular basis and our last meeting was on 3 October 2006 when a wide range of events was discussed and I include some of the detail in this report.


Following the recent flooding in the Village, from heavy rainfall and drainage problems, (and our sympathy goes out to those who were affected) it is important to note that our group does not address flooding issues. Erosion is very much about loss of property, livelihood, land, wildlife habitat and the re-shaping of our coastline. On occasions it can lead to flooding but we don’t see that as an immediate problem from the Sea at Winterton.


There are a number of vacancies in our group so if you have any interest in Erosion and would like to be actively involved then please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Visits


Erosion has moved up the political ladder, we are glad to say, and we who live on one of the most dynamic coasts in Great Britain have become the place for our “Great and Good” to visit.


Mr Campbell (Lib Dem) attended a briefing on climate change at the UEA and it included a visit to Winterton to see the reality of erosion and the effect of sea level rise.


Mr Peter Ainsworth (Shadow Environment Secretary) continued the top level political interest about coastal erosion issues with a visit to our coast and said he had serious concerns about the proposed Shoreline Management Plan. It may surprise him to know we have the same “Serious Concerns”.


Mr Ian Pearson, the newly appointed Environment Minister, did something his predecessor Eliot Morley never got around to and paid us a visit. The event was broadcast live on BBC Radio 5 live Breakfast Show from Happisburgh and included a live “phone in” to the experts. The programme was excellent. To have a UK wide audience to debate and inform on a subject so close to home was a real plus for our cause. Mr Pearson admitted that spending on sea and flood defences had been cut and offered little hope that it will rise in the future. So our battle for Social Justice continues. 

Local Activity


At the Rural Community Partnership Meeting at Martham in September there were presentations from ourselves and the Scratby Group. Mr Tony Wright MP, a great supporter of our activity, also addressed the meeting as did Professor Tim O’Riordan from the Tyndall Centre at UEA. Tim is very involved in a detailed study of our area with a view to getting greater community involvement and input of the “Human Factor” to the Shoreline Management Plan consequences.

Our Coastline Today.


The high tides (a 25 year high) came and went and due to favourable weather conditions no serious erosion happened directly in front of Winterton. To the North, where our sea wall exists and is maintained by the Environment Agency, there were no significant problems and the natural sediment recharge to the sand bank continues. To the South significant erosion into the dune system continues as does the effect on the Scratby cliffs and this is a serious concern for Great Yarmouth Borough Council who have responsibility for this section of our coastline. The debate continues about what to do next and how to fund it.

To Contact Our Group:-

Write to the Chairman at:

13 Winmer Avenue


Or Phone: 01493 393843


Winterton-on-Sea


Great Yarmouth



Or Email: tceab@aol.com  


NR29 4BA

John Cloney, Safer Neighbourhood Team Sergeant, Caister Police

Safer Neighbourhoods Team

Neighbourhood Policing is a national initiative that will be in place across the country by 2008. Here in the borough of Great Yarmouth we are fortunate to be part of the pilot area for Norfolk Constabulary. Yarmouth town centre and surrounding areas now have their teams in place. I am delighted to inform you that the Safer Neighbourhood Teams for Caister, the Northern Rural areas and the Northern Coastal villages are now well underway.

The Safer Neighbourhood Teams consist of a mixture of Police Officers and Police Community Support Officers. PCSOs are civilian staff who wear distinctive uniforms. They focus on providing reassurance, quality of life issues and tackling low level antisocial behaviour. Officers work mainly 10 hour days between the hours of 8am and midnight.

We have a handful of staff already and aim to be up to full strength in the early part of the New Year. We are based at Caister police station but will be working within the community to set up easier access to the large area that we cover. So for example we will use pushbikes based in some villages;. We have already received some very positive feedback from or community. The message that I am receiving is that the rural community is glad they are not being forgotten.  

This project is in its infancy and there will be a period of settling in to find out what works best.  I would suggest that now is the best time to share your ideas with us; please let me know what you think our priorities should be and how we should be involved with you and your community.  Email is best and we are in the process of setting up specific email addresses depending on where you live. In the interim, please contact me at cloneyj@norfolk.pnn.police.uk or 0845 456 4567.   Parish Councils are an obvious starting point and I will be in contact with them soon.

We are still actively recruiting PCSOs for the whole area, anyone interested should contact

Recruitment Team on 0845 456 4567 or email recruitment@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
You may also be interested to know that we are working with Community Connections and have re-opened Caister Police Station for 4 hours a day Monday-Friday as a Community Liaison Information Point (CLIP). We are having a launch for that on Saturday 4th November at the police station.

WINTERTON ON SEA – A VILLAGE TO BE PROUD OF

‘YOU’ MUST HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 


GOOD, BAD OR INDIFFERENT


Something to share with the rest of the village.


News, views, ideas, comments (on anything), GOOD or BAD!!


From birth (you may need help with the writing) to 110 years of age – 


if you live or work in the village WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!


You contribution can be included in the monthly Newsletter and/or on the village Website – both are entirely FREE.


Even ‘For sale’ items.


Call or write to Pam Winter our Parish Council Clerk  - 01493 393306 – 11 Hill View Drive OR via the Website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.winterton-on-sea.net" ��www.winterton-on-sea.net� 


where there are Feedback and Guestbook facilities.








