WINTERTON-ON-SEA
PARISH NEWSLETTER

MAY 2007-06-04

The Annual Parish Meeting held on the 3 May 2007 was well attended.  Copies of the Chairman’s report were circulated and the Minutes from the meeting last year were agreed.

Written reports received from the Quilters and WI plus a verbal report on the Coast Watch.

The following concerns/questions were raised by the residents who had come along:

· The telephone mast in the church tower.

· Post Office closures.

· Speeding cars through the village.

· Hand held speed guns.

· Sat Nav – drivers being directed up to Bush Road, via Edward Road.

· Low Road footpath.

· Basket ball net

At the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 24 May 2007 Cllr David Neve was unanimously elected as Chairman and Cllr Chris Barlow was elected as Vice Chairman (Cllr Barlow does not want to become Chairman and asked if anyone was interested in taking over the Vice Chairman’s role which would lead into the Chairman’s role to let her know).

It was confirmed that the proposed mobile telephone mast in the Church tower has been dropped due to public demand.

Anne Child has resigned as a Councillor due to family and other commitments; Anne was thanked for her work and will be missed.

It was unanimously approved by the councillors to purchase the net and concrete for the proposed basket ball net on the playing field.  

The work to refurbish the changing rooms on the playing field will start at the beginning of June.

Planning Applications:

06/07/0388/M – GPDO Part 24 app – erection of 8.5m steel pole and 2 x 0.3m microwave dishes (to replace existing timber pole with 2 dishes) at Winterton Telephone Exchange, Somerton Road.  The Parish Council were unhappy at the new height of the steel pole that will be erected of  8.5m.

The Parish Council adopted a new Code of Conduct and revised Standing Orders.

CHAIRMANS REPORT 2006/07
I need not remind those of a certain age that this year has passed very quickly. The council has had a long and varied agenda to address. On balance there have been more pleasurable items than those of a contentious or disagreeable nature. My monthly “Mardles” I hope keep you up to date with most things that can and do effect the village.

Early in June saw the arrival of our new Rector Fr Adrian. What a change he has made already, he is like a breath of fresh air. Many things have happened during the year for the betterment of our village and I will list a few. The enlarging and updating of our school buildings is as I write coming to its conclusion and, at the risk of repeating myself, it safe guards the future of the village. The reopening of the Coastwatch and its return to watch keeping along with the treasure house of pictures of old Winterton make it a bit special for visitors and village folk alike. Duffles Pond just gets better every day and the wardens are to be congratulated even if the otters are a trial of patience. The Marine Cadets continue to bring credit and praise to themselves and to the village. We are indebted to their officers and instructors as well as the lads for attaining such high standards. The bus shelter, now in the capable hands of our lads from Mencap, is kept spic and span and is about to have a second coat of stain. The long hoped for youth club was opened in January and is fast becoming established. I am told that the club will be looking for the next age-group later in the year .Our village charities, which go back many, many years are back up and reorganised with new trustees. The sports changing rooms which have been the source of many hours of form filling and disappointments are finally to be completely refurbished by sympathetic craftsmen and volunteers from the village. And shortly there will be some new equipment for the kiddies play ground thanks to the efforts of our Borough Councillor. The Hemsby health centre continues to improve and relations with the council are excellent. The village plan is still rolling out the things you asked for and keeping a check on those that have already been done. Parish meetings when called are well attended.  The Village Hall continues to be a focal point of the village and the groups within; a lot of money is about to be spent in a partial refurbishment, including new windows. Like all our organisations and groups, volunteers are always welcome – indeed necessary. To finish, I am sure the village is pleased to see the attention given to us by the new PCSO’s – Community Police. No village was going to get back to the days of a “village bobby” but this is a great improvement on the recent past. They are getting to know us and are very approachable if you have any concerns. Winterton still remains a village with a low crime rate and we all want to keep it that way. With your eyes and their ears things can happen.

There have of course been other events that have stretched my patience. Low level vandalism and dog fouling are always on the agenda. In both cases adults within the village could if they wished put a stop to it. In one case it’s a “couldn’t care less “attitude and in the other, no conscience.  Police involvement in the village was spread around several cases, some of which ended with success and some that didn’t!

The building plans that figured in last years plans, with the exception of the school, did not happen. Hales House, Broadview, Thermaglow, Donaldsons and Empsons Loke (Church Farm) although Thermaglow is under way now. We continue to keep a watching brief over our beautiful village and those that would change it to its detriment.

Your Parish Council is peopled by a fair cross section of the parish and they all have two things in common – they LOVE the village and they give up their time and expertise for FREE. 

Next year 2008 there will be elections for Winterton Parish Council. Can you give up time, and do you have an expertise that would be of help?  Give it some thought now.  Some of us are getting older and unlikely to seek re election so come on you youngsters it’s your village and your future.

I have in the main enjoyed another year as your Chairman (not Chair or Chairperson) and I have had the backing of a good Council.    I, and they, say “Thank you for the Privilege”.

Winterton First School and Nursery will be holding their Summer Fete

this year on Friday 15th June from 6-8pm.

As always there will be all the pocket money stalls and games for the children as well as the BBQ and Beer Tent. Winterton Marine Cadets and Fighting Fit Judo Club will be doing displays in the arena or in the hall depending on the weather!! Craft and jewellery stalls will feature and more to be confirmed. Also this year, you can have a look at wonderful new buildings. The builders have worked very hard and the school looks fantastic. An extra classroom, new library, hall and kitchen have been added. On the evening adults and children over eight will be 50p entrance, under eights are free. Sorry, but dogs are not allowed on the premises.

 

Diabetics
On Wednesday 13 June at 2pm in the Church Room, Beach Road, Mr Feller from the Charity Friends of Govi will give a talk on “holidays with a difference”.  Everyone welcome to come along.

NEWS FROM THE QUILTERS CLUB
The Club has been running now for almost two years and we have 19 members.   We have various levels of expertise ranging from absolute beginners to makers of the most exquisite quilts, cushions and wall hangings you are likely to see.  Although we are a quilters club we also have members who embroider, cross stitch or knit. 

We meet every other Wednesday morning in the Village Hall and a three hour session will cost you less than £1.  Our sessions are from 10am until 1pm, of course, it is optional if you want to stay the three hours (it passes so quickly that we wonder where the time has gone).

If you need help or guidance one of our experienced quilters will gladly help.   We have our own cutting board, cutter, ironing board and iron; all you need to bring is your materials and sewing machine if you don’t want to sew by hand.   An extension lead would be handy.

You will be sure of a warm welcome, lots of chat and tea and coffee galore!!!!!!

Every so often one of our quilters or a professional quilter will run a workshop for us where you can make a piece from start to finish.   We also participate in displays and handicraft fairs, attend outside workshops and arrange visits to exhibitions.

If you want to know more or wish to join us please contact Sheila Whisker on 01493 393909.

DIARY DATE

Put this date in your diary Sunday 29 July 2007 from 10am-2pm is the next village garage sale – full details and booking form in the next newsletter.

Methodist service – there is a united service on Sunday  3 June at Potter Heigham at 11am with the Rev. Chris Shreeve.

The Women’s Institute Year 2006-2007

Our summer outing to Sheringham and Prior Gardens was, fortunately, bathed in sunshine this year and a good day was had by all members and friends.

Speakers in 2006 included talks on Holiday Camp hostessing in the 1950’s.  What a drawing of a tree says about you and some beautiful flower arranging lessons.

The Christmas Dinner at Filby Bridge Restaurant produced the usual frivolity and a collection made on the evening for the Air Ambulance services raised £42.

Also in December, twenty-two of our group went to the Cromer Pier show and, despite the bus breaking down and a deer leading us some of the way, the show itself was very good.

Sadly, in 2006 we lost one of our valued members, Mrs Mary Hill, who we all miss. In 2007 we were shocked at the sudden death of Jean Lloyd from Somerton; a lovely Scottish lady loved by all who knew her.

In our new year we have lost a few members and gained some new.   Our current membership stands at a healthy forty-eight.  Anyone wishing to join us will need to put their names forward as there is only a capacity for 50 members in total.

In March we held the first of many fund raising coffee mornings and made more than enough to pay for our donated cherry tree for the village green.   Future coffee mornings are planned to raise money to add a seat on the green.

We are a lively bunch who enjoy our meetings and outings very much.  We have an eleven strong committee of hard working, dedicated ladies led by our President, Janet Middleton, striving to give all our members a pleasurable WI experience.

ANYONE INTERESTED?

The gentleman who delivers Advertisers, which includes the Newsletter, is giving it up at the end of July this year -  is anyone interested in taking over or delivering the newsletter?

  Contact David Neve – 393682 - for more details.
GARDENING CLUB 

At our May meeting Nick Bailey gave an interesting illustrated talk on the History of Garden Design, from over 3000 years ago to the present day.

On Wednesday June 13th, which is our next meeting, Arnold Hopkins will be talking about National Trust Gardens. We shall also be having a plant bring and buy sale. This, as usual, is held in the Church Rooms at 7-30p.m. and visitors and new members are very welcome.

There are still a few vacancies on the coach for our trip to the Plantation Garden in Norwich on July 11th. For more details and to book your place please contact Valerie or Michael Blake (393749)

 

BASKETBALL

We are hoping to lay a concrete pad down on the sports field for use as a basket ball training area. Are you a handy person that can:-

· put in the shuttering for us or 

· receive and level the readymix  concrete? 

This is a village enterprise, requested by our own youngsters, and we need to keep the cost down so how about volunteering some time? We have not yet set a date for it to all come together because we need your help. Please give Pam Winter a ring on 393306 or David at 393682. 

Come on Dads give the lads a hand!!!!!
PS we shall have some good top soil afterwards – free to a good home!!

The Parish Church of Holy Trinity & All Saints, Winterton

Sunday 1 July  


The Feast of St Peter the Fisherman 

Special Parish Mass

10.30am 

with the Bishop of Norwich,

(making his first visit to Winterton)
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To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the death of Fr Clarence Porter, the much-loved former Rector of Winterton who gave his life in saving a boy from drowning on 7 July 1932. 

Fr Porter installed Fishermen’s Corner in the church, to remember those from this village lost at sea. 

At the service the 901 troop of Marine Cadets will be officially adopted by the Borough of Great Yarmouth.

Please come along and mark this historic anniversary

and support our cadets.

In the evening there will also be

Solemn Evensong and Benediction at 6.30pm.

Refreshments will be served after both services.

The day should be a splendid celebration of Winterton’s past and its close links with the sea.

The Parish Church has rejected the proposal to erect telecommunications antennae in the tower of the church. 

Fr Adrian Ling, Priest in charge, explains the reasons behind the decision.

The Parochial Church Council and myself were approached by QS4, an agent for the telecommunications industry to consider housing mobile telecommunications antennae, in the tower of Winterton parish church. The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England had considered the installation of antennae in church towers to be a good and safe option. Other churches had been asked by their communities to house the antennae and their equipment, to avoid the need for the erection of masts.  

Housing the antennae would have brought in a rental income for the church which could be put to the repair of the church. An ancient building as large as Winterton Church needs a lot of money to keep it in good repair, and raising the necessary funds is a never-ending struggle. But the financial benefits were not uppermost in our minds in assessing this application.  

First and foremost there is the consideration of public health. There are many reports regarding the safety of mobile phone masts, some of which say that there are risks, others that there are not. Nobody can be totally certain. A report that is published today might be disproved by another in a few years time. Society has learned to be suspicious about the reports of ‘experts’. Although the reports differ most of them agree that there is much less risk from the antennae than there is from prolonged use of the handsets themselves.  

In order to consider the proposal properly it was of paramount importance to know what the people of this village thought about the proposal. The consultation letter from QS4 was put into the newsletter so that it would, we thought, go to every home in the village. Many people said they had not received it, so we asked the company to do its original proposed letter drop to houses near the church, and extend the submission date for comments. The school and the parish council were notified directly. 

The proposal led to a lot of opposition, with at least 200 people signing a petition against it. It showed us that many people in the village are not convinced about the safety of phone masts. If it is a concern for them then that is a concern for us as a church. Parents and governors were concerned about the proximity of the antennae to the school, although we had been assured that there was no danger to children from them. If parents are worried, then that is a matter of great concern for us too. We care deeply about the relationship of the church to its community and the school.  The church cannot exist apart from its community, it is an integral part of it, and should be at its very heart. 
We decided that we would be guided by the wishes of the parents and governors of the school, the parish council and the community in general, in deciding whether to let this application be considered further.  The overwhelming response was a request not to allow this application to proceed. After the consultation period we therefore asked QS4 to withdraw their application. 

I do hope that people will not think badly of the church for considering this application which we looked at in good faith. We have tried to handle the application in an open and honest a way as possible and be sensitive to the wishes of our community. 

If nothing else, I hope that the experience will serve the purpose of making us question our ever-increasing reliance on modern technology. 

WINTERTON-ONSEA – A village to be proud of

