WINTERTON-ON-SEA

Parish Newsletter – JANUARY 2008
At the meeting on Thursday 17 January 2008 fourteen residents, Cllr Weymouth and the PCSO, Roger Bellward, were welcomed to the meeting.
The Millennium Committee gave a detailed report which is covered in the Newsletter and the PCSO reported on the crime over the last six weeks.
A new parish councillor, Michael Blake, was co-opted on to the Parish Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office passed to him by the Clerk.
Updates were received from all the Councillors.
Only one Planning Application had been received:
06/07/0940/F – Conversion of existing garage to self-contained annexe at 21 Long Beach, Hemsby. The Parish Council raised a query that there seemed to be no parking space allowed on the plan but had no other objections.  The Clerk raised this with the Borough Council who has confirmed that there is a forecourt at the front of the bungalow with parking space for two cars which is not shown on the plans.
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Chairman’s Mardle January 2008

It’s here, a new year, 2008. Looking forward, as we must, there are many things which need the attention of the Parish Council. Some are old chestnuts, continually raised but with no hope of reaching a conclusion without a complete change of funding by County or Borough Councils. BUT this year offers a chance to all those good villagers who offer advice on all subjects, some sincere some not very constructive and some unbelievable. 2008 is election year. In MAY elections are held in the Northern Villages for participation in YOUR Parish Council. There are nine places on the Parish Council and like most parishes these have been filled by co option over many years. It is possible that I shall not seek re-election but I would like to see ten or more parishioners who really care about the village, and its future, give their names to Pam in due time to stand for election to the Parish Council. Later in this newsletter you will find a detailed explanation of what constitutes a Parish Council. Whilst next month’s will contain more information, in the meantime please give serious consideration as to whether YOU could serve Winterton as a Councillor

Christmas passed well in Winterton. The Lions accompanied Father Christmas before the day and brought the usual colour and sounds around the village and in doing so raised money for those less fortunate souls.

Monday the 17th we were treated to some excellent carols as some of our very young children ably assisted by Trudie and friends toured the village. A very creditable sum of money was raised for the North Wall fund at the Church. It is hoped this will become a yearly treat.

The Marine cadets had their Christmas dinner in the Tinho and in true Booty tradition the Officers served the lads. A great night was had by all.

The Gardening club held their annual get together in the Church rooms and a superb fish and chip supper was enjoyed by the club members. The talk was all about plant and bulb catalogues so I guess its “roll on spring!”

The Ladies of the Women’s Institute also had a great evening at The Bridge Restaurant in Filby to celebrate Christmas and round off another busy and successful year. We are indebted to the Ladies for the lovely new bench placed on the Village Green. A result of fund raising and a gift to the village. Thank you WI.

The In Bloom group held their annual dinner in the Tinho, a sell out event and a chance to make a presentation

to Bob Atyeo in recognition of his hard work with “The Bloomers”. A novel quiz set up by one of the members caused a great deal of fun and laughter and coupled with a great meal sent us all home well content. Money from the raffle was presented to the Marine cadets as a thank you for their continued work around the village. 

I have mentioned the Tinho several times and I must say a big “Thank You” to Kate and her staff for servicing our needs so incredibly well. The village is indeed fortunate.

I’ve mentioned dinners and almost forgot the two big Christmas “Fayres”. One for the Church and one for the Village Hall fund. Both were well supported, although they could always do with more, and it’s a great big “Thank You” to all those who gave up their time to organise the events.

Referring back to my opening words, why not join in and offer your help to the Church and the Village Hall ?.

The same folks gladly give of their time and energy and believe me they would welcome some new faces and pairs of hands. Make it your new years resolution.--- Do something for the Village.

I haven’t mentioned Duffles Pond lately. Les and Jeremy with friends have been working steadily on improvements to the tree canopy following a visit from the Borough tree specialist. On Christmas eve the pond was unfortunately visited by a fox (we think) and all but five small ducks lost their heads. This was not a nice ending to our year at Duffles, nevertheless plans are going ahead and we look forward and not back.

Most of you will have noticed that the wall by Fisherman’s Corner was knocked down early in December.

Unfortunately there were no witnesses although we are fairly certain how it was hit and by whom! The law is looking into it, as they say.

The Empsons Loke/Badger saga is ongoing and continues to take up time and cause concern. You may rest assured that all that can be done is being done. 

You will notice in the newsletter a short piece about irresponsible dog owners. If only they had a conscience!

We may be seeking a dog warden shortly.

I have as usual wittered on but it is the start of a New Year and Winterton on Sea is a great place to live, I love it. Plenty going on and plenty to do, you just have to look for it.

On behalf of my colleagues on the Parish Council and our Clerk may I wish you all a belated but sincere

Happy and Healthy New Year.

Plug into your Parish Council

What is the Parish Council?

Parish and Town Councils are the most local level of government in the England. They are independent bodies and have responsibility for:

· Representing all residents in the parish.

· Running local services that may include: allotments, cemeteries, community buildings, recreation and play areas, seating, bus shelters, litter bins and local transport schemes. 

· Commenting on planning applications and long-term development issues.

· Collecting money for their budget through the ‘precept’ as part of council tax. Each parish council has the power to set its own budget according to their plans for the year and therefore can decide what the precept level should be to provide the required funding.

· And also have wide-ranging powers to become involved in further activities that contribute towards the improvement of the environment and quality of life in the parish. 

Who are the Parish Councillors?

All parish councillors are local residents who have volunteered; they have then either been elected by the public or the parish council; they are unpaid and serve a four year term. The parish clerk is a paid position that deals with the parish council’s administration. 

How can I get involved?

The next elections are being held on 1st May 2008, at the same time as the district council elections therefore any election costs will be less than a ‘stand-alone’ election. Any interested resident can decide to stand as a parish councillor, you do not need to have experience of local government and do not need to have or state a political allegiance. You do need to be nominated by two other parish residents and submit a nomination form to your district council by noon, Friday 4th April 2008.  

If you don’t want to become a parish councillor but are still interested in what is going on in your local area - any member of the public can attend parish council meetings, including the parish council’s annual meeting. Most parish councils provide an opportunity for members of the public to ask questions of the parish council or comment on parish matters.

How can I find out more?

· Have a look at the National Association of Local Councils website www.nalc.gov.uk 

· Contact the Norfolk County Association of Parish and Town Councils on 01603 664869 or e-mail enquiries@ncaptc.gov.uk 

· Contact your parish clerk: Pam Winter, 11 Hill View Drive, Winterton on Sea.  Tel: 393306

Plug in next issue to find out more about your parish council and becoming a councillor.

DOGS – EARLY WARNING

It seems likely that new legislation regarding fouling of public areas by dogs will pass the duty of enforcement to Parish councils. An on the spot ticket costing £80 could be issued to the thoughtless owner.This is a warning therefore to those who evade their obligation under the cover of winter darkness in the early morning and evening. Watch this space for future news, or better still, stop the filthy practice. It isn’t your dog’s fault.

GIVE A LITTLE THOUGHT
Over Christmas a tenant of a property in the village had a water emergency and needed to contact the owner or the builder who had been working there, or even the water supplier. Unfortunately the tenant had no contact telephone numbers.

Whether you are a tenant or a home owner certain telephone numbers ought to be kept to hand.

It is also a good thing to regularly check your water stop cock to make sure it works. 

A lot of useful numbers are of course in the Parish Directory.

The Great Yarmouth Borough Council has an emergency control centre which can be used for advice and assistance 01493 330369. ANY CALL OUT OR WORK IS CHARGEABLE.  In a village such as Winterton fortunately there are also neighbours.

Get Your Community Composting!

Norfolk County Council is looking for people to become ‘Master Composters’ and encourage their local communities to get stuck into home composting.

In return for training and support, the volunteers will act as composting ambassadors in their local neighbourhoods. There is a wide range of activities you can get involved in, such as talks at your local schools, a stand at the village fete or an article in the parish council newsletter.

Cllr Ian Monson, Cabinet member for Environment and Waste, said: “This is a great way for people to spread the message about the benefits of home composting. As well as producing their own high-quality compost, residents will be doing their bit to reduce the amount of waste going into landfill sites.”

Book your place on a free two-day training course at Holt Hall Field Studies Centre in Holt on Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 February 2008. You will learn about a variety of waste issues, including the secrets of successful home compost. You then need to do 30 hours of voluntary work promoting home composting to earn the title of ‘Master Composter’.

To attend the training session and for further information, call David Hawkyard, Master Composter Coordinator, on 01603 223328 or email david.hawkyard@norfolk.gov.uk

GARDENING CLUB

 The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th February 2008 in the Church Room at 

7.30pm when Richard Hobbs will be giving an illustrated talk on Alpines.

Visitors and New members welcome.

 FAULTY STREET LIGHTS – PLEASE GIVE THE NUMBER ON THE LAMP POST WHEN CALLING.

The new number for reporting street light faults is 0844-8008008 or 

E Mail:  Information@Norfolk.gov.uk
Winterton in Bloom

With the New Year now well underway it is inevitable that the thoughts turn to the onset of spring and the many jobs that need to be attended to in the garden and of course around the village.

 The In Bloom Team will shortly be turning their hands to weeding, pruning, planting, tidying and sweeping and also planning new projects and changes to existing displays where needed. Fundraising will also be very much to the fore.

 

Many of you may have noticed the new border along side the north fence of the village hall which we hope will give a good show of colour throughout the seasons.  Many thanks to the team who tend that area for their hard work.

 You may also have noticed the damage to the wall at the entrance of the Fisherman’s Green.  Unfortunately the driver of the vehicle who did this damage did not bother to stop and report it so it is the task of our Parish Council to see to the repairs.  These I believe are in hand so the wall will be back normal soon.  

 

This year for the first time we would like to invite those who would like to help keep the village clean and tidy to join with the In Bloom Team for a Village Sweep.  We plan this for a weekend in March (date yet to be decided).  If you can push a broom please do come along and help for approximately one hour so that we can ensure that our beautiful village is weed and rubbish free.  Your help would be very much appreciated by the 'Bloomers' as in the past this has proved to be a very time consuming job.   The date will be published in the next Village News Letter, and also be on the notice boards.  

 

Our team who look after Duffles Pond have asked if anyone has a wheelbarrow they do not need as those currently in use are now past their sell by date.  If you can help please contact us on either of the numbers printed below.  If you would like to join the In Bloom, or find out more about our friendly group, please telephone: Pam Allen 01493 394365 or Jean Neve 01493 393682

NEW AFTERNOON LADIES CLUB

An inaugural meeting was held on Monday 15 January in the Village Hall and was attended by 27 ladies.   It was decided that the Club will meet on the second Tuesday of each month from 1.30-3.30pm.   The aim is to enjoy an informal social afternoon with a cup of tea and a good natter.  We hope to include various topics, including quizzes, games afternoons, handicraft demonstrations, book and recipe exchanges etc.  We intend this to be your Club with input from all our members with regard to ideas for future meetings.  We hope that, as the Club grows various speakers and outings can also be arranged.  Fees have been set at £5 per annum plus £1 per meeting.   We have no wish to make any profit but simply need to cover the cost of the hire of the hall and any charges or donations to be given to speakers.   If you think this may appeal to you please come along to our first Club meeting on Tuesday 12 February at 1.30pm or, if you require any further information, contact Brenda Portman on 393330 or Val Green on 393544.

Lent Lunches 

A frugal tasty meal in good company.  Donations to charitable causes - from 12 noon.  

Wednesday 13 February at the Methodist Church Rooms, Hemsby
Wednesday 20 February at the Church Room, Beach Road, Winterton

Wednesday 27 February at the Barn Room, Hemsby

Wednesday 5 March at the Church Room, Beach Road, Winterton

Wednesday 12 March at 68 Common Road, Hemsby, by kind permission of Mrs Audrey Chapman.

Lent Discussion Groups

This year we will be looking about what it means to be a Christian in this day and age 

We will talk about:  How we might learn more about our faith.  How our relationship with God might grow through prayer.  How we live out our faith in our everyday lives.  What is involved in worship and being part of the church.  How we can share our faith with confidence. 

The groups will meet for 5 weeks on Wednesdays from 13 February at 2.30pm at Winterton Church Room  (*NB first meeting at the Rectory)

Eastertide Pilgrimage 

To The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham on Saturday 29 March. Come along and enjoy an enriching and peaceful day in this wonderful and unique place.

Pilgrimage Mass in the Shrine Church, Lunch in the Refectory, Time to explore the village and Abbey grounds.  £15.00 (£12.00 for children)
THE MILLENNIUM COMMITTEE
The original intention of the fund raising was to help provide the deposit for a new building on the playing field.   I am sure you are also aware of how we have been knocked back each time we have applied for funding from the powers that be, through a combination of red tape, not being a needy village, people on the committee moving on, new restrictions every time we have applied, design faults and costs etc, etc.

Consequently, the Committee, who are Mark Cox, Jonathan Green, Howard Wynn, Geoff Newton and Geoff Roper, have concluded that the project is too big and wish to wrap it up.

We, therefore, have a happy problem.   From various fun-days held a few years ago, competitions, raffles and mainly donations form the quizzes, we have accumulated approximately £17,000.

We wish to be completely open and straightforward in regards to the disposal of this money, and the main reason for coming to the Parish Council meeting is to keep the Parish Council abreast of our decisions.   We are proposing the money should go towards charitable causes around the village.   I have checked with the Charity Commission and this is perfectly acceptable.

We would like to invite bodies around the village e.g. the bowls club, the junior football, the gardening club, the cadets, the cricket club, the church etc, etc, to submit proposals in the form of a short letter informing us as to how much they require for a certain project, repair or new acquisition etc.  Equal consideration will be given to any size of bid and our decisions will be based on criteria we think appropriate, the main factor being of how much benefit to Winterton villagers the funding will help create.   All bids must relate to Winterton.

We would like suggestions by the end of April.  All the money does not necessarily have to be sorted by then but people may miss out if they are late.   Letters can either be handed to Mark at the Fish Shop or sent to Geoff Roper, Hall Barn, Black Street, Winterton, NR29 4AP.  To avoid irregularities, some breakdown of costing will be required and an explanation as to why the desired money is in addition to any funds that particular body already holds.   Money will only be issued on receipt of invoices.

I am sure we can all see that we will never have total agreement as to where the money goes.   The Committee, therefore, reserve the right to make final decisions.

The quiz nights will continue.  Regulars will be canvassed as to how or if they wish to continue collecting for charitable causes.  







