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The Parish Council meeting was held on Thursday 15 February; only three members of the public attended. It was reported that £5000 has been awarded to the Parish Council for play equipment on the junior playground; Cllr Barlow will be dealing with this.

Coastal erosion:  the emergency telephone has been moved from behind the beach café to the side of the Coast Watch compound.

Playing Field Committee – Cllr Blayney reported that following a recent Committee meeting he had met with GYB Services where it was confirmed that a full costing of the refurbishment for the changing rooms will be given and the work will start as soon as possible.  It was also unanimously agreed by the Parish Council that any future application by the Cricket Club to the Borough Council to erect a Cricket Pavilion, on the playing field, would be well received by the Parish Council; subject to the usual planning constraints.

Youth Club – it was agreed to donate £100 towards the cost of purchasing games etc and that the Parish Council would pay for the hire of the Village Hall; Peter Barnes was thanked for starting up this Club which is being well supported.

FLOODLINE – a telephone contact number to register with the Floodline, report flooding and obtain leaflets and other information - 0845 988 1188.

CHAIRMANS MARDLE
‘When you have the responsibility of Chairman it inevitably has its upsides and downsides. When a downer comes along I look at “it”, evaluate it, and quite often wonder why I bother!!  But in a Village like ours there are many more ups and one such occurred earlier this month. Jean and I were invited to attend a special night in the village hall with the Marine Cadets. The Mayor of Gt Yarmouth was there and indeed so were several of the Top Brass of the Borough. The Mayor attended personally to make a presentation to Sgt Robert Dobson who had acted with distinction as the Mayors Cadet during the past year. It was also announced that another member of the Troop, Cpl Robert Hawkins, had been selected for the next Mayoral Year. This is a terrific honour. Winterton is pleased to bask in the reflected glory of our Marine Cadets and is indebted to all the Officers and Instructors for their commitment.  P S. The Borough bought us all a fish and chip supper, which concluded a superb evening.

This month produced the largest criminal upset we have had in years. Nine cars were attacked one Saturday night. Some cars were not locked!! others had their locks drilled out. Police enquiries are proceeding!! DO NOT leave anything of value in your car --- seems to be the answer.

Duffles Pond produced another problem this month after an errant Otter found its way to Winterton. Unfortunately he killed all but three of our ornamental ducks before he was trapped. A humane trap was used and the offender returned to the river where we hope he will remain. We have not been able to purchase some new ducks because of the present restrictions on animal sales. If anyone would like to sponsor a duck, or a pair, please contact Pam - 393306.  A lot of work has gone on at the pond removing some of the old rushes and generally tidying up after the storms. The dead tree has been taken out of the pond and the pathways cleared again. All the work of course under the eye of NWT.

Some improvements to Beach Road have been agreed with County Highways and the work is scheduled to be completed before Easter.

We are led to believe that the necessary work on our drains have been completed although I do not think it includes the pumping station! We shall see.

	Methodist Services:

There will be a united service at Martham on Sunday 11 March 2007 at 11am with the Rev. Chris Shreeve.

Diabetics:

On 14 March 2007 at 2pm in the Church Room there will be a talk by Mr Wilks on bees, honey and environment.  Everyone welcome. 

 GARDENING CLUB:

 On 14th March at 7-30p.m. in the Church Room Sheila Adam will be giving an illustrated talk on the Plantation Garden in Norwich. The Gardening club are hoping to visit the gardens in July.

New members and visitors welcome.

For more details contact Valerie or Michael Blake (393749)
	DID YOU KNOW?

That Malcolm Brady and Carrie Mijatovic have taken over the Highwayman Restaurant.  It is now available Saturday evenings from 7–10pm, Sunday lunch 12.30-2.45pm and on alternate Fridays (details in the Advertiser) there will be a Honky Tonk night.  It is also available for functions.  Tel: 393607

Village Correspondent:

We need a village correspondent for the Mercury. Anyone interested please phone Pam – 393306 or the Mercury Offices (ask for Anne Edwards)




At the Parish Council meeting in January the question was asked “why, when there was a recent power cut in the village, were some homes without power while others still had power”?  The Clerk contacted EDF Energy and this is their reply:

“There can be several reasons why this occurs, I don’t know the specific details of the Winterton fault but can give you likely scenarios why this occurred.
A village like Winterton will be fed by several substations each feeding an area of the Village. These could be fed by different high voltage lines, if a high voltage line faulted one substation would go off supply but the others would remain in service. This would result in an area of the village going off supply. 

From each substation several low voltage feeds will emanate, if one of these faulted, a fuse may blow in the substation isolating that feeder, the remainder of the substation and out feds would remain in service. This would affect say one road being off and a neighbouring road being on. 

Another scenario could affect some houses in the same street being on whilst the neighbouring properties are off. Each low voltage feed is made up of three phases, so roughly speaking a third of the houses would be on the blue phase a third on the red phase and a third on the yellow phase. On overhead networks in particular one phase can be affected by tree damage with the other two being unaffected, this would result in a third of the properties in one road being off supply and two thirds being on. 

Very often during storm damage you can get a combination of all three of the above!  Repairing one fault may restore some of the village but due to a secondary problem another part of the village will remain off.”

COASTAL JOURNEY

Friday 9th February 2007 saw the arrival in Winterton of three intrepid walkers for an overnight stop. Wendy Bathard, Paul Barber and Havoc, their dog, are intending to walk round the coast of Great Britain, about 5000 miles, to raise money for the RNLI and Guide Dogs for the Blind. They started in John O'Groats on 13th November 2006 and hope to finish there in November this year. They have completed well over 1000 miles of their walk. Before leaving on Saturday morning they had a quick tour of Winterton and met several of the villagers. Then it was off along the Valley towards Hemsby with Havoc, in spite of his own back pack, racing ahead of them. Anyone interested in donating to the walk can log onto www.tvh3.com/htm, all donations go straight to the relevant charity. The aim is to raise £50000, to be shared between the two charities and already they have over £20000. For any further information please contact Valerie or Michael Blake – 393749. 

HEALTH MATTERS

A level of service questionnaire was completed by patients of the Coastal Villages Practice during November.  The practice will be looking at the issues raised and will be working hard to address them:

· Patient satisfaction has increased at Hemsby in line with the national average.

· Patient satisfaction at the other 3 surgeries remains static.

· Majority of patients responding were happy with the level of care received from the doctors.

Common complaints were:   Opening times, getting through on the telephone and staff identification.

Martham Surgery

Physiotherapy has now moved to the new site and Dietary will be moving soon; District Nurses and Health Visitors are also based at Martham.

New Doctor - Dr Nelson has been recruited and will be based mainly at Caister.

Winterton Health Action Group

Our own health action group has been approached by Community Connections who are very interested in how we set up our group and the success it has had with the Coastal Villages Practice.   A meeting will be held in the near future.

Speed Awareness Message (SAM)

At a Parish Council meeting last year it was agreed to ask Norfolk County Council to invite SAM along to the village to monitor the speed of vehicles in Winterton – over a four week period the results are as follows:

Bulmer Lane


Dates visited:   2.11.06/16.11.06/21.11.06

Average entry speed

North 28.9 mph    South 29.9 mph

Average exit speed

North 24.5 mph    South 24.8 mph

Somerton Road


Dates visited:  15.11.06/21.11.06/22.11.06

Average entry speed

East 28.4 mph      West 25 mph

Average exit speed

East 23.6 mph      West 23 mph

CRUSADERS YOUTH CLUB

The Youth Club has started with a bang.   There were 24 at a party held on the 17 January and approximately 18 attending regularly; but there is still room for a few more – just.

After the good news:

This is where I come in, complete with begging bowl. 

Firstly due to the success of this venture we need more helpers.   If anyone out there can spare a couple of hours on a Wednesday night then we would be glad to hear from them.  This will be more acutely felt when we take in the next group of 12-15 year olds sometime in the next term.   

Secondly, does anyone have any unwanted activity games; indoor skittles, hula hoops, plastic hockey sticks, soccer goals, table tennis nets and bats or anything else that springs to mind that could be fun with a large group.  All ideas and suggestions gratefully considered.   

Peter Barnes - 393983

DID YOU KNOW?

OUR POST OFFICE PROVIDES

Banking Facilities - Pay in or take out.

Alliance & Leicester, Barclays, Lloyds TSB , Bank of Ireland, Clydesdale, Co Operative, Nationwide

National Savings - full range of saving products and Bonds 

Pension Payments

Pay your household and utility bills ie. BT, Powergen, British Gas.

Order your foreign currency - Get holiday, house or car insurance.

Check out telephone supplier. Post Office Homephone could save you money

A PO Credit Card

EU Health forms E111 application forms available.

Gift vouchers for presents.

AND of course all your Post Office standards - stamps, postal orders and parcel post.

In an age when our Government does not value our Post Office show that YOU do by using it.  It’s a village facility the value of which is hard to quantify. 
It’s a very old axiom that’s very true today USE IT OR LOSE IT

Like all village Post Offices there is a plethora of other services and goods all making up an asset this village would be the poorer without. 

WINTERTON IN BLOOM
If you are one of those that do not want to participate in the local community but rather stay indoors and leave it to others – do not read any further – but if you are one of the few who would like to help make your environment more ‘friendly’ and be involved in making your village a better place to live – read on. 

The In Bloom team recently had their first meeting of 2007 and unanimously voted to enter the Anglia In Bloom Competitions this year. All the Groups within the village get involved in various ways including businesses and the school, but YOUR village needs YOU to join the In Bloom and give as little time as suits you, to help make YOUR village a more colourful place to be proud of.

YOU may be able to help plant around the village, paint the tubs, pull up the weeds or pick up litter, there are many jobs that require a small amount of YOUR time. So please don’t hide behind the curtains, come and join in. 

The In Bloom team look after the Village Green, the Green Areas each side of the Village Hall and outside the Church Rooms, apart from all the other areas around the village. Also the works required at Duffles Pond – where is that you might ask – have you been there? It is situated behind the Church and allotments and has all species of wild birds including woodpeckers and beautiful coloured ducks. A tranquil place to sit in quiet and relax.  The team also look after Bulmer Pit and the Playing Field Car Park. 

You can see why the In Bloom requires YOUR help.

Winterton in Bloom would like any old metal coat hangers that you have spare. They can be cut into something useful to gardeners.

The Open Gardens weekend is planned for the 14 and 15 July and YOUR garden is begging to be shown off to garden enthusiasts. It is a wonderful weekend with nothing for you to do except enjoy the kindness of the visitors to your garden. The event welcomes many visitors and is a source of income for the In Bloom purchase of plants etc.  After last year’s success the Scarecrow Competition will be held again this year. In June/July a Garden of the Year Competition will be held in the Village.

Thank you for making Winterton ‘A Village to be Proud of’

The In Bloom Team need YOU to join them to ensure we retain

 the high accolades we have received in the past

Come and join us

Contact Bob Atyeo 01493 394902

www.winterton-on-sea.net
Parish Church News

We are very pleased to announce that the Bishop of Norwich, the Right Reverend Graham James will be making his first visit to Winterton, and will preside and preach at the Parish Mass at 10.30am on Sunday 1 July to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the death of Fr Porter.  We hope to have a full church to mark this historic anniversary.  All will be made most welcome; please put the date in your diaries. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 21 February.

During Lent we will be meeting in the Church Room, to discuss the subject  ‘Can we build a better world?’ on Thursdays, 1,8,15,22, 29 March at 2pm. Anyone is welcome to come and join in the discussion. 

Because of problems with buses turning from Bulmer Lane into Black Street, it would be appreciated if people parking outside the church, park somewhat further down, beyond the first protruding bush. We must avoid gridlock in Winterton!

Getting Married  in Winterton Church

Who can be married in Winterton Church? 

If you are a resident of Winterton you may get married in Winterton Church. It may also be possible, with permission, for people from Hemsby,  Somerton and Horsey.
What about if I live outside Winterton? 

Those who regularly attend worship at Winterton Church and whose names are on the electoral roll can also be married there. It is also possible that a special licence may be granted for those with a connection with the church or village. The rules may be changed in the future to make it more flexible, so it’s worth contacting the parish priest. 

Do you have to be a member of the Church of England?  No. Members of other churches, or of none, can be married there, but the service has to follow the Church of England form. 

How much does it cost to get married in church? We try to keep our charges to a minimum, as we appreciate how expensive weddings can be. Most of the charges are fixed centrally, with additional charges for the organist and the verger who gets the church ready. The current cost of a wedding is about £332.50, (£282.50 without the organ).
Can you be married in church if you’ve been married before. In the church we believe that anyone getting married should do so with the intention of remaining married for life. However we acknowledge that for some this is not possible. Therefore it may be possible to be married again in church under some conditions.  You would need to speak to the parish priest first. 

Why should I get married in Winterton Church? We believe there is no more solemn and meaningful way in which you can exchange your vows than by doing so in church in the sight of God, your families and friends. Because what you are undertaking is a life-changing commitment we believe it should not be hurried and rushed. The wedding service lasts about 50 minutes, and we like the happy couple to enjoy every moment. Although the core of the service of fixed, you are free to choose readings and music and we will help you make your wedding day as special and individual as you wish it to be. 

Do you do separate marriage blessings? We offer blessings after civil ceremonies, and weddings abroad, we also offer them and the renewal of vows for anniversaries.

How do I find out more? Speak to Fr Adrian on 01493 393227, who loves to marry people!
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