WELCOME TO OUR THIRD WINTERTON-ON-SEA

Happy-News Newsletter.

2006

Costal Erosion Steering Group.
Our group continue to press the authorities, prod the providers and probe the printed word in support of our coastline interests. We will continue to publish updates on our activity in the Newsletter. The good news is that high tides have come and gone and have done little to cause concern. We hope it stays that way through the winter and the Café can continue to trade and provide such a great service. The Coastwatch tower, now with its new windows, “looks out” with a bright future, thanks to Alan who makes a very positive contribution to our group. Other good news includes the planned work for the repair of the Winterton Groynes and other defensive work further north on our coast. We are most grateful to the Parish Council, the Village Hall Committee and the wider village for their support and encouragement. We wish you all a happy and peaceful Festive Season and an Erosion Free New Year.

Terry Byrne, Chairman.
Marine Cadets

Our good news is that 901 Troop remain well recruited, continue to keep busy and have much to offer the Boys and Girls (11 to 18 years old) who decide to join us. Summer Camp, back in August, was a great challenge for many but we “counted them all out and counted them all back” which is always good news!! Winter training, Remembrance Day Parades and Town Hall duties have kept us busy and is all-important. We look forward to the challenge of 2007 with high moral, committed Staff, keen Cadets, improving Band, and the knowledge that we have the support of our home village.  The reason to be Jolly offers many opportunities, most of which should be taken full advantage of. Have a good one, stay fit and healthy, be nice to each other and switch on to a bright future.  T C B Senior Officer.

GARDENING CLUB

The Gardening club has had a good year with attendance averaging about 15.  A full and varied programme has been organised for next year. We have been able to keep subscriptions at £12 per year for the third year running (only £1 per meeting). Our next meeting is on 10th January 2007 - Mrs Baker will be telling us about poisonous plants in our garden.  Church Room at 7-30p.m.  New members and visitors welcome

 

Winterton First School and Nursery would very much like to thank all those people who participated in the Christmas Coffee Morning on Friday 8th December. We made a grand total of £380.60p. This money goes directly to the school and every little bit helps. The parents of the children help with donating raffle and tombola prizes as well as baking for the children’s 'biscuit day' and of course all the people in the village who help by turning out on cold, blustery days to enjoy a warm cup of tea and a homemade cake. Once again, a big thank you to everyone involved and if it wasn't for your local support, events like these couldn't take place. We really appreciate your kindness.

A Yuletide ode to Winterton on Sea – our village, a little slice of Heaven

 to be read in a singsong fashion as one did at Primary School

What a wonderful village,

Idyllically close to the sea,

No one need ever feel lonesome,

There’s always a chat, or some tea,

Everyday there is something to smile at,

Round Morris’ or Jeffrey’s or Mark’s,

The beach and the dunes are delightful,

Offset by some waggy tailed barks,

Now Christmas is almost upon us,

Our presents and cards on their way,

No time to sit still or to linger,

Santa’s started to load up his sleigh,

Every neighbour, big and small, 

A joyful Christmas to us all!

A Parishioner 

Chairman’s Mardle

Well it’s nearly here, the birthday that changed the world. From conception to birth -- to death and far beyond – over two thousand years of legend and myth, mystery and anecdote, a story that gives Christians the “raison d’etre”.

           There can be no doubt that we in Winterton are very fortunate living in a quintessential, brilliant village. Looking back over the last twelve months there has been a great deal of positives and very few negatives. Weather wise, we have enjoyed a lovely spring and summer extending right up to this very day, a clear blue sky and sunshine, if just a tad colder. The village again looked beautiful thanks not only to the In Bloom team but to all those who take that extra pride in their own gardens. To walk around the village with friends and visitors gives one a special feeling of contented pleasure.

           The schools new building program is progressing well and the enlargement will guarantee its existence for some years to come. The children are the future of our village and are in very capable, experienced hands. The completion next year will be a landmark.

           The Coast Watch lookout has preceded a pace and is a credit to foresight and hard work. There have been many set backs and disappointments but the support from visitors and locals alike kept the dream alive. Once again Winterton Coastwatch takes its place in the bigger picture of safeguarding others. Well done.

            Duffles Pond has given hours of pleasure to many people this year. Visitors express their pleasure and complete surprise at this oasis of wildlife conservation. Our two wardens are to be congratulated for all the time they put in voluntarily. My big surprise is that so few villagers have paid a visit to this gem.

            A recent building application by a Builder appertaining to land at the bottom of Empsons Loke was withdrawn in its present form after a very detailed response from the Parish Council and conservationists. We await the next plan. The well supported and informed Village meeting was in its self a pleasure. Future developments at Thermaglow, Donaldson’s and the old Mencap Hales House site are still awaiting commencement. Rumours of the vast chalet park behind the Fisherman’s remain just that!!

             This months Mardle is shorter than usual but there are many people that ought to be thanked for just being there during the year and without whose continued help our village life would be more moribund. I do not intend to name them because I might offend by omission, but you know who you are and if I have not thanked you personally I shall try to before years end.

It is so easy to complain and moan BUT it is also very easy to join in and help to keep Winterton  A VILLAGE TO BE PROUD OF
On behalf of my colleagues of the Parish Council and my Parish Clerk, Pam, may I wish everyone a Healthy, Happy and Peaceful Christmas and New Year.     David Neve                           

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 18 January 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Winterton in Bloom

2006 has seen the In Bloom team have a rest from Competitions but continue to blossom the Village of Winterton On Sea as in previous years. The various locations have looked extremely colourful and beautifully planted including the Village Green with its boat, plough and School Children’s bed looking a sea of colour, thanks to Pam Allen, Keith and Lynn Swindler and the team. The Village Hall on the South side being a blaze of colour, planted by Barbara Floyd, Margaret Wells and the team of ladies whilst the Church Rooms and North side of the Village Hall being a colourful spectacle laid by Jean Neve, Val and Ken Green along with kind helpers.  Jean Neve has continued to retain the Fisherman’s Corner in its colour and beauty spot.

Leslie and June Holland’s have been our wardens of Duffles Pond and daily ensured its availability to the public whilst Jeremy has placed a number of beautiful ducks on the pond to be admired by all. If you have not visited Duffles Pond I suggest you make it a must. The Pond is a wildlife area situated behind the Church and the allotments. It is quiet relaxing area where various species of wild birds are visible and an area for Education as well as Picnics. Many of you have helped during the Year to make Winterton a beautiful place and there are too many to mention. I would like to thank each of you for your time, hard work and kindness in making Winterton ‘A Village to be Proud of’, the Village is indebted to you. 

The Open Gardens weekend was a resounding success along with the Scarecrow Competition, which was won by Sandra Laws who kindly donated her 1st prize to the In Bloom. Well done all you Scarecrow builders. I take this opportunity to thank all those residents who kindly opened their gardens to the public for the weekend, with thanks to those who sold plants and donated the monies to the In Bloom. We thank the volunteers who helped at the Church and those who provided refreshments at the Village Hall. Thanks to Valerie Blake for arranging the Arts and Crafts displays at the Church Rooms. It shows the commitment you all give to the village and certainly to this event to make it such a success.

We have a number of Sponsors who kindly made donations including, The Parish Council, The Borough Council, Charles Bycroft, (Estate Agents) Jon and Julie Harding, (Sign Connections) and Fisherman’s Return Public House who held a Strawberry Ball and donated the monies to the In Bloom. The EDF Energy also made a donation towards a tree having dug up the Village Green to plant electric cables during the year. This tree will be shortly planted behind the Bus Shelter. Myhills Nursery at Fritton, Ormesby Garden Centre and Moulton Garden Centre who kindly provide plants at a reduced price. Many Villagers have made donations including Mark and Debbie Cox, Mrs P. Scott, Judith Bews and family, to name just a few. We would thank all of you who made generous financial donations to the In Bloom. 

There are so many people who should be thanked, the list is endless, but I would like to make mention of Terry Byrne and the Winterton Marine Cadets who worked extremely hard to clear Duffles Pond of dead weed and who help in numerous tasks around the Village. They should hold their heads high with pride for their community involvement.
The In Bloom team consists of a happy band of volunteers of all ages and we urgently require new members to join and help enhance the beauty of Winterton. Ring Bob Atyeo on 01493 394902 who will be pleased to welcome you to the group. We fear that without more helpers the In Bloom Team will not be able to continue in achieving the high accolades required to enter Competitions and retain Winterton’s beauty.  

To those who visit Winterton On Sea the beauty is there for you to observe and enjoy, to those who reside here and participate in any way towards the In Bloom a big thank you and give yourselves a pat on the back for the hard work that YOU have put in towards a great community spirit and in making Winterton On Sea... 

‘A Village to be Proud of’
School Archive Group

The open afternoon in the Village Hall was well attended and we propose to hold another one in April once the new school hall is complete.  On display were school photos dating back to the 1900s and extracts from the school log books.  We also had a display of village photos by Blue Jones. More photos and a book about the village were brought to the get together. If anyone has any photos to add to the Archive, to be kept at the school, we would be grateful - the originals are always returned to the owner as soon as possible. We are looking for photos from the 1960s, 70s and 80s and we would like to find a photo of the head-teacher Redvers Playford.  During the afternoon we were pleased to welcome Mrs Sylvia Milner whose husband taught at the school for 10 years before becoming head-teacher for 20 more. The Village Hall was buzzing with stories from the past and it was lovely to hear two men greeting each other with 'I haven't seen you for 50 years!'  If anyone would like to join the Archive Group please ring the school on 393218 and let them know.

NETBALL

The club has achieved some great results in the last year - the U16’s were double champions, winning the Norwich Junior Floodlit League and the summer tournament. The U14’s were runners up in the same tournament. We travelled to tournaments in Essex, Bedford, Southampton and Weston Super Mare and never achieved less than quarterfinal stages. The ladies team finished 3rd in the Lowestoft 1st Division having won promotion the previous season and the 2nd team were 3rd in the 2nd Division in their first season of competition. The club is well represented with members from ages 8-52!!

13 Junior members were selected for the County Satellite Academy, the most ever from the club, which shows how we are raising our standard of play and 3 have been called up for Norfolk United’s Open Squad in the Regional League. Another 3 girls are currently training with the East Region England Talent Development Programme, travelling to Essex every month. We have delivered Activity Days in the school holidays, after school sessions at Ormesby Middle School and most recently, begun a ‘Recreational Ladies’ session at Hemsby. 

Many of the girls will be representing their schools in the Regional Qualifier of the National Schools Championships in February at U14, U16 and U19 level, having won the County round last month, and we wish them all lots of luck for that.

Thanks to all the parents who support the club, standing out in all weathers and helping with transport all over the country. If the planter we have sponsored this year does as well as some of our young players have, you may not have seen netball in Winterton but you will see our team colours!!!!

BOWLS CLUB

The Bowls Club had another enjoyable season in 2006.   Following our promotion in 2005 we not only stayed in Division 1 in the Broadland League but we also finished runners up in our division in the Federation League, enjoying some excellent matches along the way.  The weather was quite kind to us for a change and very few matches had to be re-arranged.

During the heavy rains in the autumn we arrived at the green on Monday for one of our social evenings to find the green looking more like a swimming pool under several inches of water.   However, it seems to have recovered and hopefully will be in good condition for next season.  

Our annual dinner and presentation was held, as usual, at Hermanus in November and was enjoyed by about forty of our members.   Congratulation to all our cup winners, especially Ron Stone who took the Millennium Cup for most wins in competitions throughout the season.

As well as bowling we also enjoy various social events throughout the year, which included a strawberry tea in June and a Halloween party in October.  Some members also meet at the Clubhouse on alternate Monday evenings throughout the winter to enjoy games and a good natter.

That’s the happy news – now for the not so happy news.  We had no new members join last season and have, for various reasons, lost some valued bowlers who had been with the club for some time and will be sorely missed.   We would love to see some new faces, whether you are an experienced bowler or an absolute beginner; so if you are thinking of joining us please give Val Green a call on 393544.   It doesn’t matter if you have never bowled before as there are always members who are willing to give help and advice and you can be sure of a warm welcome from all of us. We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year and look forward to another enjoyable season with our present members and hopefully a few new faces when the 2007 season begins in April.

WINTERTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB

It’s been an interesting year with visits to a garden centre, a group trying out the new bus pass by going to Lowestoft, 17 members enjoyed the Age Concern Rally at Seacroft which included entertainment, bingo, dancing and a lovely lunch; visits to Holt and Sheringham, Dunwich and Southwold where members enjoyed fish and chips, Bury St Edmunds where they visited the large market and the coach came back loaded.   16 members went by car to Latham’s and then met to enjoy a lunch at Potter Heigham.  In October a birthday lunch was held at Hermanus.   In December saw us at Hermanus again for the Christmas lunch.  Bring and buys plus bingo at the meetings held helped to swell the funds.

From the Parish Church
When you think about the Christmas story, the relief Mary felt upon finding that stable must have been enormous. There she was as big as a balloon, the contractions may already have started, and at last they found a safe place for rest and shelter. It must have been so worrying and frustrating to have had all those other doors shut in their faces. I often wonder about how many people turn the handle of the church door searching for a spiritual shelter, a place of peace to be close to God. I am so glad that Winterton church has been open now for the last five months. We often find visitors there who are so glad to have found the church open. Some of the gratifying messages left in the visitors' book include:

"So peaceful, so nice and lovely."

“Having stayed at Winterton over the past four years it was wonderful to find it open."

"What a beautiful church, smelling so fresh."

"The place I can always feel safe."

"If only the churches in London were this wonderful to visit. Keep up the tradition."

"My first visit in 65 years of visiting the area."

"A touch of God's peace in this frantic world."

And Raquel from Barcelona is "looking forward to coming back!"

I have very much enjoyed my first six months in Winterton; this is such a good community to be a part of. We've just had a lively Christingle Service, and I'm looking forward to welcoming many of you to our other Christmas Services. 

Sunday 17 December
Carol Service at 3pm

Christmas Eve

Crib Service at 3pm

Moonlight Mass at 9pm

(all the wonder and mystery of Midnight Mass 

but at a slightly earlier time)

Christmas Day
Family Mass with Carols at 9.15am.
Wishing you God’s blessing this Christmas and beyond.

Fr Adrian

DIABETIC CLUB – the next meeting will take place on the 10 January 2007 in the Church Room at 2.30pm and the speaker will be Mr Bill Wilding-Lund talking about local defence v

Winterton on Sea WI
The Annual General Meeting was held in the Church Room with members and speaker, Father Adrian Ling, was welcomed by the president Mrs Middleton.  We were told the sad news that Mrs Mary Hill, a former president, had passed away; Mary had been a committee member for 19 years and will be missed for her friendship and hard work for the WI.  After the singing of Jerusalem, details of coming events were given and the treasurer, Mrs Pitchford, went through the financial statement.  The secretary, Mrs Wells, then gave the committee report on the year’s speakers and activities.  Our president read her report, thanking members and committee for their help during the last year and asked for the report to be adopted.     Father Adrian gave a short talk on his life from his school days, working in Spain and later in Norwich.  An amusing account, which was well received by the members.  After refreshments of cheese and wine four birthday posies were presented.  The Dawson Plate was won by Mrs B Tungate with Mrs D Jones second and Mrs M Jennett in third place.  The president announced that Mrs Tungate would be taking over as secretary and Mrs B Portman was retiring; the rest of the committee would remain as previous.

A CHRISTMAS TALE
It was late in the evening on a Wednesday in December; there was a distinct chill in the air as I set off for a final stroll of the day accompanied, on the lead, by my 8-year-old ferret called Henry. High in the night sky a new moon hung as if suspended on silken threads from the myriad of stars spread across the heavens. It was dark, all was still, and only the breaking of waves on the distant beach disturbed the peace 
As I passed the outlined metal box posing as our paper bank heading toward the village green I was suddenly aware of a sound of sobbing from the direction of the bus shelter. Approaching the shelter in the inky darkness I could hear the gentle splashing of tears on the wooden seat. I heard myself enquiring, “Is there anyone there?” A large feminine voice came from the depths “Thas only me“----- Henry shot around my back and looked out from between my legs, standing on my left toecap. “I’m lorst and I’m hart” As my eyes became more used to the gloom I could make out the shape of an old lady with a stoop. Her head and shoulders were covered by a large black shawl, which was pulled over her chest keeping out the cold. “Lost in Winterton!? “ I said. I lowered and softened my voice and enquired “How come?“ Henry seemed to take comfort in my change of voice and strained at his lead to see who was in the shadows. The voice continued, more confident this time. “I live at the top a the village and had just had supper with my partner and was walking hom past the Chache. Well since this new young vicar ha bin ere I’r bin popping in on Sunday mornins and last week he wus tellin us a story about a brite old star and a bunch of forreners who wus tryin to find it. Lookin up, blast if there wunt a big light down towards the sea and I spose I wus mesm – mesmor --  wundering what it was. I dornt go down to the village shopping centre very orften and in the darkness as I crorsed the green I buggered over a boat that some sorft fool had left there. Blast that hert, and I got up and found the bus shelter and had a cry. Then you and yar ferret cum round the corner.” Her voice suddenly changed – it became soft and seductive “what did you say your name was young man?” Even as her question ended Henry and I melted into the darkness, rounding the paper bank we headed off up the Lane as fast as Henrys little legs could carry him.

Many a cold winters night I have sat in the bar of the Fisherman’s drinking a pint of Johns Old Peculiar, listening to the village ancients telling tales of the beach crews and how they saved many a cargo from vessels beached off the coast, and their drinking bouts afterwards in the pub. Invariably ribald stories of an old lady with a stoop and the old wooden shelter by the coach stop concluded the evening!! 

Now I’m not superstitious but Henry and I have changed our stroll to The Holway!!!!!

OUR BEST WISHES TO ALL OUR Parishioners and friends all over the country and world on the village WEBSITE

Winterton-on-Sea – A VILLAGE TO BE PROUD OF
www.winterton-on-sea.net
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